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Talking points for the meeting of

H.E. Ms. Salome Zourabichvili, President of Georgia with

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, General Director of the World Health Organization

Geneva, June 2019

· Express gratitude to the Director General personally and to the WHO in particular, WHO EURO (Regional Office for Europe) for continuous support, reliable partnership and fruitful collaboration for over the years. As a result of this collaboration a number of projects have been successfully implemented that became the milestones of further development of the health care system in Georgia;
Note: From the very beginning WHO collaboration and support significantly contributed to the development of Georgian healthcare system. WHO provides the leadership on global health matters, shaping the healthcare agenda and policies in Georgia, experts and consultants regularly visit Georgia to provide technical assistance and expertise to our staff and professionals in their efforts to meet the country’s needs and requirements.

Georgia made significant progress in achieving health-related development goals with the help of collaboration within the Biennial Collaborative Agreement between the WHO and Georgia, which defines the priorities for collaboration, focusing on the development of National health policies, health strategies and the action plans.  

· Express gratitude for WHO’s strong and continuous support, and especially –  Health financing system strengthening reform, which was prominent in successful launching of the Universal Health Coverage (UHC) program. 

Note: The program was introduced in 2013, which significantly reduced out-of-pocket payments and substantially increased accessibility to the medical aid; We are eager that this collaboration continues in the most productive way till now. 
Significant steps were put forward to improve Maternal and Child Health. The Government of Georgia initiated perinatal care regionalization in order to improve health outcomes and decrease maternal and infant morbidity and mortality through provision of risk-appropriate care. Through regionalized system Georgia ensures that each mother and newborn is delivered and cared for in a facility appropriate for his or her healthcare needs. Regionalization process has been completed in 2017.  

Express appreciation that Georgia is in line and are driven to be further committed to WHO priorities such as: General Programme of work for 2019-2023 which is committed to the Sustainable Development Goals and to the priorities set in the Health 2020: the European policy framework and strategy for health and well-being for the 21st century.
· Underline the will and intention of Georgia to invite the recruitment office representatives of the World Health Organization to Georgia to meet different stakeholders and better facilitate the process of preparation of Georgian candidates for the recruitment process at the WHO. Express belief that this visit will give a wonderful insight and more expertise to those interested in pursuing international career.  
შენიშვნა:  მსგავსი შეთავაზება ასევე გაეგზავნა ეუთოს ოფისს. ჩვენი სურვილია, ორგანიზაციის წარმომადგენლები დავაინტერესოთ, რომ თავიანთი ხარჯებით ეწვიონ საქართველოს. თუმცა, პირველ რიგში, მიზანშეწონილია დავაფიქსიროთ ჩვენი ზოგადი შეთავაზება და დაველოდოთ მათ შემხვედრ წინადადებას.  

· As Director General is duly informed, Georgia has nominated the candidature of Dr. Nata Menabde for the elections to the Post of Regional Director for Europe of the World Health Organization (elections to be held during the private meeting of the Regional Committee for Europe, on 16-19 September 2019). We believe that, if elected, her outstanding professional qualities and experience in the field, will serve as an invaluable asset for the organization.
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